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"coOPYecat* 


The snow is lying very deep. 

My house is sheltered from the blast, 
I hear each muffled step outside, 

I hear each voice go past, 


But Itll not venture in the drift, 
Out of this bright security, 

Till enough footsteps come and go 
To make a path for me, 


"Convention" by Agnes Lee 


As abundant evidence in every field York, In evory soction of tho country, 
of human endeavor can most certainly show, too, will bo found high sohool publica - 
a majority of men in all ages of world tions in which foatured columns are deve 
history has found it easier to follow the voted to tho most popular aspects of somo 
lead of others than to blaze new trails, nationally-known prototype. 

In many cases this trend cannot be called Obviously a school publication can 
blameworthy; in fact, there are instances } 20+ improve if it follows the samo modols 
when it may be commendable, This is cer- yoar after yoar, A column that was brile- 
tainly not true, however, in the field of liantly successful as eonductod by Johnny 
writing where originality of style is the Jonos last year may be 2 dismal failuro 
chief stock-in-trade of the creative art- undor Dick Smith this year, Yot somo will 
ist. Only the most capable ewer reach the | contend such a foature must bo oentinued 
top, and the best an imitator can hope to | because "that's what tho kids want’, Pare 
gain is reflected fame, transitory remem tieularly is this truo if Johany and Dick 
brance because his style is so similar to aro continuing tho so-callod gossip 
that of a mastor craftsman, Supreme com= or “scandal” column, a feature which is 
plimont to tho ability of any writer is the almost invariably a diroct stoal from tho 
desire of many others to copy his aehieve- worst aspocts of ono or another of tho 
ments, better-known syndicated colwms without 
tho clovor or witty stylo which charactore 

A tendency toward emulation is by no izod tho original, 
moons confined to professionals, of course, And oven if tho high school writor 
seat + ps Peven 20%y toa particular lo- | should bo both clover and witty in his 
ee oo eo co cae oor ight, what is tho roal contributio. 
»$@inal aro contributed daily by novices ae re 


of the | column to tho r? Thosc who 
in evory town from Punkin Hollor to New favor "gossip" Seliows hat names of more 









students get into the paper through this 
medium, This argument could no doubt be 
disproved by actual statistics, but let 
one of the columnists speak for himself: 

















"Why do some people complain about 
the same crowd always being in this 
colum? Turn in the information, kids, 
and we'll] put it in." 


Others advance the theory that the gossip 
increases sales of the paper. Whether or 
not this is true is open to same question, 
for relatively few staffs will make any 
effort to judge results by publishing sev- 
eral issues without the gossip, 




































































However, any paper which must depend 
on a single colum to quarantee sales must 
lack appeal on more than three pages, If 
this is true, if the publication has no 
better reason for existence, the staff 
should suspend its activities. If, on the 
contrary, other material in the paper is 
truly worth while, then few prospective 
purchasers will be deterred by omission of 
& single feature, no matter how attractive 
that feature might have becn,. 


Solution of the problems raised by 
these two objections must dopend, natural- 






























































ed, information about the varicd activitio 
of many pupils, in class and out, can be 
secured by contacting homeroom and class = 
room teachors, 
cated romances or biting sarcasm can thus 
become the policy of the publication, 


Further, changing to a policy of som- 
oster or yearly subscriptions may ond tho 
the sales problem by guarantcoing a fixod 
income from circulation and frecing tho 
staff from fear of a deficit for any par- 
ticular issuc, Should this chango bo ime 
practical, thon a "Publication Day Scan- 
dal Session” in the school assombly room 
may get desired rosults. Admission to 
the assembly woud be secured by the pur- 
chase of a copy of the paper, and tho 
chicf purposo of the meeting would be 
oral presentation of those tidbits of gos- 
‘sip which woro doloted from the papor, 
Such a scssion would serve a dunl purposo 
in that it would romovo offending matcrial 
from the pa per and it would provent most 
of tho ill-will frequontly engendored by 
printed romarks, 
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ly, upon tho school itself, But if a-greaty 
er number of names is what is really desir 


Real news rather than fabri 


Somo cditors sinccrcly believe that 
no ono is cover really offondod or hurt by 
what is said about him in tho school pub- 
lication. In certain schools this may 
bo truc, but no such boliof can bo acccpte 
ed as a gonoral truth, for regardless of 
the care exercised in compiling tho col- 
wm, some ono is bound to react advorscly,. 
Unfortunately, tho featuro is too frequonte- 
ly used for rovongo itoms, and in a wnit 
aos small as a school, no columist can 
continuc for long whon in ovory issuo his 
matorianl insults a fow pupils. Many staff 
mombers show little rogard for tho roac.= 
tions of those whoso names appear in their 
candid commont columns, and yot considor= 
ation .of the foclings of the pupil alone 
would be sufficicnt justification for 
killing tho seandal colum in any school 
publication, But much moro romains to bo 
takon into accomt,. Tho papor gocs to 
toachors, to paronts, to fricnds, and to 
other schools, most of whom have a dircct 
intcrest in the school which tho papor 
reproscnts, Somo items, therofore, can 
do moro than insult o pupil, Many aro 
potential sourcos of irroparabloe damago 
to tho reputation and good namo of guilt- 
less pooplo, Dangor lurks in numborloss 
unnocontly=-intondod paragraphs, such as: 


"Heee- Meee---'s oxam grades havo im 
proved considerably since ho learnod 
how to decorate his shirt cuffs," 


" Jene= Bee=== has boon caught two - 
timing Nollio again, Claims it's 
heroditary," 


Those in charge of the papor can only 
hope that parents are in good humor whon 
thoso and similar supposod witticisms are 
brought to thoir attention, for the school 
publication is just as liable to suit as 
any other paper, 


Then, too, there aro itoms which will 
lead outsidors to wonder about tho organe 
ization from which comes a statomont liko 
this: 


"A rumor is boing sproad that cortain 
of tho told fogics* arc going to roe 
tiro from teaching at tho ond of tho 
present school torm, It*s about timo," 


Thinking poovlo will immediately realize 
that tho comment probably omanates from 
a studont annoyed by the disapproval of 
one of tho “old fogies", Yot if this 
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unsubstantiated criticism about a fow teach= 
ers is used once, it will probably bo used 
again about others, Paragraphs of this noe 
ture tend to convoy tho idoa that students 
focl and show little respoct for mombors 

of the faculty, an impression which roflects 
no credit on tho school, Nor will intcroste 
ed ronders find anything praisoworthy in the 
discovery that, according to the student col= 
umists, tho major apparont intorest of a 
great many pupils is tho progress of tho 
pseudo-romances found in tho corridors, 


Editors have protested frequently that 
the scandal colurmm is just one small phase 
of the paper's activities, only to insist 
in the next broath that without the colum 
the publication would be unable to continuo. 
When the argunent is broken down, thoy fall 
back on the faniliar dofeonsive chant, "Well, 
other papors have gossip columns, and our 
readors domand ono too," It is, obviously, 
the ancient concept of "Keeping up with tho 
Joneses" in a now setting. No originality 
of ideas, nothing really new in tho way of 
troatnonte=-simply a copy of what has beon 
found in othor papers, 


Such a column can nevor become a posi- 
tive forco in the printed Voice of tho i 
School, and if the publication shows an in= 
fantile interest in a hundred variations of 
"John at Mary's locker", other features in 
the papor will bo regarded as similarly 
childish, Such a situation is unfortwato 
since none of the readers can ovorlook tho 
very obvious fact that tho papor is ox = 
pected to be representative of the school, 


Some thore are who will disputo-:.tho 
suggostion that the scandal colurm is cop- 
iced, They will argue that the mtcrial 
under consideration is wholly the work of 
o staff mombor, but what is the diffcrenco, 
essontially, botwoen this typical profoes- 
sional oxanple: 


"Howard Hughes and Lana Turner are 
hotter than last week's temperature,., 
eeeVonder if it is true Joan Crawe 
ford and John Emery have discovered 
each other?” 


And this note selected froma student - 
compiled colum: 


"Oh, look, Therets Ce-=-= Me---= making 
eeee eand Gewown 


Or between: 


"Snapshot: Lynn Carver, recently 
divorced from Nicky Nayfack, dining 
at the bandbox with Lynne Jackson," 


and 


"The recently-elected cheerleader 
separated from her steady, only 
to find a date for the Junior Prom 
waiting for her with her fellow 
associate, another cheerleader, 
How's that for good work?" 


Examples could be multiplied over 
and over again, and most of them would 
be equally commonplace. But all lead 
to one conclusion: Like outstanding 
colurmists and feature writers, a real- 
ly good school publication must develop 
its own style, its own foaturos, It 
may not imitato tho work of othors, proe 
fessional or amatour. There is no spaco 
in any school publication now filled 
with @ goseip columm which could not be 
filled with more important, more impros- 
sive, more distinctively original mtore 
ial, 


Try itt 
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eeeeerthe War Production Board is count- 
ing on the cooperation of the school 
press in the scrap drive. Here is a 
roal chance to show the powor of student 
publications} A recent lotter addressed 
to tho President of the CSPAA and signed 
by Stophon E, Fitsgerad, Director of Ine 
formation of the War Production Board, 
said in parts 
"I want to oxpress Mr. Nolsonts 
appreciation for your intorost in 
this matter amidhis conviction 
that there is a groat doal that 
school nowspapors and magazines 
ean do to furthor tho war cffort 
through tho scrap campaign," 


eceeeFlans for the Ninctecnth Annual 
Convention of the Columbia Scholastic 
Press Association aro alroady undorway,. 
The mooting will take place at Columbia 
University on March llel2-13, 19433 
EVERYBODY will be thero 3 Will YOU ? 





TO BE UPTO THE MINUTE ON WHAT 
IS HAPPENING IN THE SCHOOL PRESS FIELD 


ATTEND THESE 


THREE IMPORTANT WARTIME CONFERENCES! 


ae a eo a en 
OCT. 24 COLUMBIA SCHOLASTIC PRESS ASS*N, AND THE PENNSYLVANIA SCHOOL PRESS ASS‘N, 
WAR FB TUE Cc OWPRE R-ERCSE 
To Be Held at the Drexel Institute of Technology, Philadelphia, Penna, 


Discussing: THE ROLE OF THE SCHOOL £FRESS IN WARTIME 


Speakers : Dr. Joseph M, Murphy, Director of the C S PA, and Educational Consul- 
tant for the Civil Aeronautics Administration on the Air-Age Program, 


Program * Sectional Meetings--Panel Discussions with Publication Experts and 
Professional Writers. 
* Senior and Junior High School Newspaper, Magazine and Yearbook Meetings, 
Conference Begins at 10:00 A.M, 


OCT. 3] COLUMBIA SCHOLASTIC PRESS ADVISERS ASSOCIATION 


FOURTH ANNUAL AUTUMN CONFERENCE 
To Be Held at Columbia University, New York City, New York 


Discussing: GETTING DONN TO BRASS TACKS ON THE PRESENT SCHOOL PRESS SITUATION! 


Speakers : Mr. A. A. Lubersky, S. Ke Smith Company, Chicago, Illinois 
Mr, Charles F, Troxell, Frankford High School, Philadelphia, Pa, 
Dr. Joseph M, Murphy, Director of the C S PA 


Program * Technical Clinics for Newspapers--Magazines--Duplicated Publications, 
* Luncheon--Advisers will be joined by the student editors attending 

The Yearbook Conference for Luncheon at the Ments Faculty Club, This 

is a departure from previous years because of dining difficulties on 
Morningside Heights, An after=Luncheon speaker is to be announcod, 


Conference Begins at 10:00 A,M, McMillin Academic Theater 


OCT. 3] COLUMBIA SCHOLASTIC PRESS ASSOCIATION YEARBOOK CONFERENCE 
A OWEe DAY COURSE IN YEARBOOK PRODUCTION 
To Be Held at Columbia University, New York City, New York 


Discussing: THE YEARBOOK FPROBIEM IN WARTIME 


Speakers : DoWitt D. Wise, Chairman, C S PA Yearbook Division, presiding. 
A. A. Luborsky, nationally known yearbook authority, 


Program ¢ Opening Mecting held jointly with tho Advisors Association (Seo above) 
* How planning and organiging make for better and loss expensivo books; 
hew an orgenizod staff, rogardloss of sizc, can do a bettor job than 
an unorganized staff, Tho logical mothod of writing spocifications 
for photography and engraving and how to got the most from thom, Printe 
ing specifications that works covers that improvo your book, . 


BE SURE AND BRING A COPY OF YOUR YEARBOOK WITH YOU, TIME PROVIDED FOR QUESTION, 
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